Wednesday, January 4, 2012 Jakarta Globe

Features c3

Through painting, one French artist has
discovered a window into Balinese life

Report Katrin Figge

Rhapsody
For the

Otherness

orninaprovincial
village near
Orleans in G
Eall-based
French artist
Jean-Philippe
Haure never
imagimed that
someday he would venbure toa
foreign country and wind op
staying there for more than two
dlecacles,

Buit life takes unsepected
turns, and Haure, whose
paintings are currently exhibited
at Cme East Artspace in Singnpore,
has put down roots in Bali,

In fact, he feeds o msch st

cuaestions im Indonesian fior this
interview:, It is sasier for me™
Haure said, “Indomesian has been
ny everyday language for 20
wears now”

Asa termager, Hanre was
admitted to the renowted Ecole
Goadlbe, anart school in Paris.

“atthe age of 15, I began a new
lifie in Paris, far meay from my
village,” b recalled. "In Paris, I
missed my bome and sy Friends, but T
recedived the education that T needed *

Upon graduating flve vears later, Haure
derided todrop art and joined the
muomastery of St. Benoif sur Loine

“In 19491, the head of the monastery
decided that instead af military service, at
that time still compulsory In France, 1
would be sent to Bali to help build o craft
school in Gianyar,™ Haure saikl

“A frer three years of working with the
sethool, the principal was relocated o
Cambodiaand 1 decided to continae
developing the school, turning it intoa
smmall version of the "Ecole Boulle,

Simultaneously, Haure began to focus
apaimon his gwn artistie oeuvee and
quickly was imvited to participate inart
exhibitions, where he received positive
TESpOnSEs,

His paintings, many of which depict
the flgures of Balinese women, radlate
tranguility and a certain gentleness.
Combining beauty and spirituality, they
are simutanecushy figuration and
abatraction.

“Here |5 an artdst who |s obvioush not
interested informal consideratons .. bat
by an endenvor, one should almost say an
wrge, to express what i o him the pristine
and the pure, which he finds best
embodied in Ball, and in the Balinese
woman,” French writer and art critic Jean
Coibeau, alsobased in Bali, writes in the
exhibition’s catalog,

Thla bs “rent becaies they are boons, ot
because both are to him the best available
manifestation of this ideal, in their nataral
gestures and feminine simplicity,”

If Haure *had been born in 15th
century Italy" Couteau wrote, “Te would
probably have painted Madonnas and
Tuscan landscapes, the ideals of paimting
of that time."

Haure said that, by painting actual
human belngs, he found it easler adapi to
BEali and his new surroundings. His art
helped him understamd the kocals better,

T alwayswant o find out whao the
person in froatof me i5," hesxid,

to ind outwho
the personin
frontofmeis’

Jean-Philippe Haure,
Eali-based artist

However, it s not only the mere
painting that catches the eve when ic
comes 1o Haure's artworks; the beauatifal
Frames are just as striking.

Haure said that for years, he would buy
ordinary frames for his palntings, and
thateven though he alwsays tried to
chiose ones that complimented his
artwork, he ahways felt there was
something missing.
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That's wihy he decided to simply make
the Frafmes himsalf,

“Threeyears ago, | made a frame
following a different des and concept,™
Haure said, adding that the positive
responss by those who sawer the frame in
his stidio convineed him tocoreate o
whode collection of paintings adorned by
his own frames.

“For two and a kali vears, I worked om
all the frames in the afternoon, while in
the mornings [ continued to paint as
sl " e continued.

Haure's frames all featore floral
patterns, Completing one frame,
incheding the carving and guilding, can
take up to ane and a half months.

The time and effort invested in his
raintings, the painstakingwork on every
detail of the frames, a5 well as the unigue
journey that took Haure to Bali, make the
Frenchman stand out from other Western
palnters who Indulge In the ksland's
exoticism.

And that is, according to Cowtean, one
of his mogt important and enduring
strengths,

Year of Art Marks Klimt’s
150th Birthday in Austria

His paintings recall the heyday of Viennesa
cuiltural Iife wihen the capltal of the
Austro-Hurgarian Ermpine bustied with the
greatest artists and intellechusls of the day.

Mow In 2012, Austria celebrates 150
years since the birth of Gustay Kimt, one
of e best-krown figures of the Jugendstil
art period, who was Boem on July 14, 1862

I honar of this milestone anniversary,
Vienna's biggest museums, led by the
Betvedare, the Alberting and the Lecpold
Musewrn, are praposing no fewer than
nire exhibits during the yaar, all promising
nesw Insights Into the artist's Be.

“More works by Gustay Kiirmt will be on
display in'Vienna in 202 than ever before:
frcem) bl descoration work in the
Burgtheater and the Kunsthistarisches
Musewrm o hits largedy unknown drawings
and world-rencsmed painkings like The
Kiss,” acoonding to an advertisement from
Viesrira's Bourism Board,

EhmL a2 co-founder of the turn-of-the-
century Secession Movement, was the
second of seven children bomm toa gold
engraver in Baumgarien, near Vienna.

As anart student, he founded an artists’
company with his brother Emst and a
friend, accepting commissions to decorate
Iuxuriows salons and create theater sats.

Klimt, howsesar, & best-known for his
lader Godden Period paintings.

Oz ol tham, his 1907 "Portraill of Adels
Bloch-Bawer |” briefty became the most
expenshae painting ever soldwhen &
changed fands in the United Statesin
006 far S5 millien, The palrting

madeahaadlinegs aMer the
Austrian stabe refused to buy & from the
Tamily of its previous Jewish owmer, who
said it hasd bisen stolen by the Mazis.

Tiooelebrabe Klimi's 150th birthcday, the
Behedere, harme io theworld's
collection of Klimt palmtings, Including
“The Kiss." has planned an extraondinary
ek, which will include displiying its
entire collection ol Klimt paintings fram
June2 15 untll Jamnuary 2003,

The Alberting will focus on Klimt's

drawings, while the Leopold Museum is
Mabchiboses with pramisng “Gustin Klimt — Up Clesesand
imagesof Austrian  Personal” The exiibit will focws on persanal
artist Gustay Kilmt's  |efhers as it explores the private ifeof the
palnting ThekKiss®  artst whodied on Feb. &, 1518, of a stroke.
o sake at the Furtier exhibfts are planned in four
sounvenir shop at e rLssEums, Including the Wien
the Behvedere Musewir — the city's history Musewm —
maseumin¥Yienna andthe Kunsthistorisches, which will also
Tocommemorate  offerspedal gulkded tours in the grand
the painters=S0th  stalrwell Ehat BBt worked on with his
birthday, Austrials  artists compary.
Iensting numenoas. Maoreoyer, his last workshop ina
exhibitscelsbrating Swanky Vienna district, now recreated,
Thils weork. willl open to the public in the middieof the
EPA Phiotny yaar, the vila exterlor having bean
Roland Schiager entirely remodeled. AFP

Outlet’s Lucky Draw!

Log on to Outlet.co.id, get the
chance to win & pick your own
favourite gadget from us.
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